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to speak except at his own times and when he saw
the occasion, he had, besides bearing his own diffi-
culties, to return off-hand and at the moment some
response to questions which he had not framed, which
he did not care for, on which he felt no call to pro-
nounce, which he was not perhaps yet ready to face,
and to answer which he must commit himself irrevoc-
ably and publicly to more than he was prepared for.
Every one is familiar with the proverbial distribution
of parts in the asking and the answering of questions;
but when the asker is no fool, but one of the sharpest-
witted of mankind, asking with little consideration for
the condition or the wishes of the answerer, with great
power to force the answer he wants, and with no great
tenderness in the use he makes of it, the situation
becomes a trying one. Mr. Ward was continually
forcing on Mr. Newman so-called irresistible infer-
ences ; " If you say so and so, surely you must also
say something more?" Avowedly ignorant of facts
and depending for them on others, he was only con-
cerned with logical consistency. And accordingly Mr.
Newman, with whom producible logical consistency
was indeed a great thing, but with whom it was very
far from being everything, had continually to accept
conclusions which he would rather have kept in
abeyance, to make admissions which were used with-
out their qualifications, to push on and sanction
extreme ideas which he himself shrank' from because
they were extreme. But it was all over' with his
command of time, his liberty to make up. his mind